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My good Child, „ 

EA and learn the Advice and Di- 
rections, which I now deliver to 
the: I intend them to improve 
thy Mind, and to fave thy Soul. 
I mean nothing but thy Intereſt here, and thy 
eternal Happineſs hereafter: Pray read and con- 
fider, and the Lord give thee Underſtanding. 
Remember, my Food Child, that there is a 
Great God, who was Maker of Heaven and 
Earth. Remember that thou thy ſelf art one 
of his Creatures; In him thou doſt live and 
© move, and haſt t by being. A good and gracious 
God to thee; He formed thee and faſhion'd thee 
inthe Womb, in hzs Book were all thy Members 
written; and he ſuſtained thee while thou hang- 
= edſt yet upon thy Mother's Breaſts. He has de- 
fended thee from a thouſand Dangers in thy in- 
fancy and Childhood; from Falls, from Fire, 
from the Accidents of every Day and Hour. 
It is his Mercy, that thou haſt eſcaped ſo long 
with Life and Health, with ſound Limbs and 
perfect Senſes. His Mercy, that thou art not 
a Cripple or a Changeling ; his Loving-kind- 
neſs, that thou haſt any Breath in thy Body, 

or any Underſtanding in thy Soul. 3 

And ſure, when God has done ſo great Thing 
for thee, it is thy Part and Duty to rejoyce in 
the Lord, and to thank and praiſe, and love 
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and ſerve thy greateſt Friend, thy deareſt Fa. | 
ther which is in Heaven. | 


That thou may'ſt the better offer up thy 
Thanks and Praiſe to God, for all theBenefats 
that he hath done unto thee; pray take Ad- 


vice and meditate on theſe few Reaſons, for 
- . which thou ſhould'ſt be chiefly thankful. 


F:rſt, My Child, thank God that thou 


waſt born a reaſonable Creature. 


That Noble Creature Man, whom God made 
for the Perfection and the Glory of his whole 
Creation: God made his Body out of the Duft | 
of the Earth, and breathed into that Body a li- 
ving Soul, And ſo God madeMan after his own | 


likeneſs, in the Image of God created He him. 


Say unto thy Soul, O my Soul, bleſs Divine 
Providence, that I am fo curiouſiy and wonder - 
Fully made; that J am one of thoſe excellent 
Creatures, ſenſible and rational, of high and 
honourable Deſcent, the Offspring of God ! 
What a bleſſing is ir, that I was not a Brute 
void of underſtanding : One of the Cattle of 
the Field, or of the Worms of the Earth; a 
wild Bealt, or a creeping Thing! Give me Grace 
O Lord, to value this Bleſſing, and to live wor- 
thy of! it. Let me improve my Reaſon, and let 
me encreaſe my Underſtanding. Thou, 0 God, 
haſt made me capable of Wiſdom, if Iwill by 
Induſtry attain unto it, But if by Idleneſs and 
Sloth I become i ignorant and brutiſh, lie the - 


© Horſe and the Mule that have no underſtanding, 


then I debaſe human Nature, and by making 


may /e!fa Beaſt, [ſhall bea worſe Monſter, than | 


o 
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© Secondly, My Child be thankful to God 1 
that thou waſt horn of Chriſtian Parent. 
For Chriſtian Birth right is a mighty Bleſ- 
ſing, it gives thee a title to be in Covenant 
wich the Almighty; to be a Member of Chriſt, 
to be a Child of God, to be an Inheritor of the 

| Kingdom of Heaven. Had thy Parents been. 
= Jews, or Turks, or Infidels, thou hadſt been 
ſhut without the Gates of our Chriſtian Zeru-- 
alem. Thou hadſt loſt the ordinary Means of 
Grace, and Hopes of Glory. For thou couldeſt. 
rvot in thy Infancy have been admitted to the, 

Communion of Saints; nor have been made a 
„„ Member of the Holy Catholick Church : As, 
1 Cor. 7. 14. If your Parents had been Un- 4 

. | belhrevers, then you Children had been un- 4 
clean; but now are ye boly, — ' | 
S, Let me love and praiſe my God fer 
28 this Right of Inheritance: For being thus | 
born capable to be baptized, and entitled to + 
the early Methods of Salvation. But ther, 
let me conſider, Religion is my very Birth- 
right; I will nor, like profane Eſau, ſell 
that Birth. right. I will not turn looſe and 
I profligate. I will zot live without God in 
„ the World. Since my Parents were holy; I 

their Seed will be holy. Being planted a no- 
Lie Vine; I will not degenerate into a flrange 

Plant; I will not bring forth wild. Grapes. 
As the Root was, ſo ſhall be the Branch. 

Since Chriſtianity was the good Profeſſion 

of my Father and my Mother, I-my ſelf re-- 

ſolve to be the better Chriſtian. 8 
1 A 3 Thirdliy, 
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this Vocation, whereunto I am called? Surely 


crucified, _I will manfully fight under his 
Cbhriſt is the Captain of my Salvation, and I 


ard all his Works; to believe the Articles off 


Ir *% 


n ""=_ 
| Thirdly, My good Child, thank God for 


f'} 


the Bleſing of being baptized in thy infancy... 


For tho thy Parents were profeſt Chriſtians; 
yet thou couldſt not have been ſanctified by 


their Name, nor couldſt thou have been ſaved 
by their Title: Thou wert ſtill by Natute born 


in Sin, and a Child of Wrath; till by Baptiſm 
thou walt received into the Congregation of 
Chriſt's Flock, and ſo hadſt thy Death unto | 
Sin, and thy new Birth unto Righteouſneſs ; 
and ſo waſt made a Child of Grace, and an 
Heir to the Kingdom of thy Father in Heaven: 
Commune with thine own Heart, and ſay, | 
How does it become me to walk worthy of 


Jam bound to lead the reſt of my Life ac- 
cording to this beginning. I muſt not here- 
after beaſham'd ro confeſs the Faith of Chriſt 


Banner againſt Sin, the World and the Devil; 


will continue his faithful Soldier and Ser- 
vantunto my Life's end. 150 
An Apoſtate is one, who renounces his Re- 
ligion; and a Reprobate is one who falls away 
from all Grace and Goodneſs. If when I have 
been baptized a Chriſtian, I come to live like 
a Heathen ; then am Ja curs'd Apaſtate, and 
then am Ia perjured Reprobate. For my Bap- if 
tiſmal Vows oblige me to renounce the Devil 


my Chriſtian Faith, and to keep all the Com · 
mandments of God. And tho' by reafon of my 
8 3 tender 
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tender Age, I could not then perform theſs 
Vows, yet my Godfathers and Godmothers-. 
were Sureties for me; they promiſed and 


n 
; 

| "A 

7 


vo d in my Name thoſe Things, which as i: 


come to Age, that is, to Knowledge and Di- 
ſcretion, I my ſelf am bound to perform. 
God enable me to pay my Vows, and to 
continue ſtedfaſt in that Faith and Profeſſion, 
into which I am baptized, To be Chrilten'd 
was to be made a Chriſtian ; 1 have the Name, 


| and as it pleaſes God, I will not have the- 


naked Name, but I will live up to the Na- 


ture of my Holy Religion. 


Fourthly, My Child, bleſs the Name of 


God, for being early ſent to School, and ſo 
put into a good Method of Education. 


Thou canſt read in the Book of Jab, that Man 
rs born like a wild Aſſe's Colt : And thou canſt 


fad Simon declare, that Fooliſpneſo is bound 
up in the Heart of a Child. By which thou 


may*lt perceive, that if thou arr bred as igno- 
rant as thou art born, thou wilt then differ 


from a Brute in little but thy outward Shape. 


It is Education, my Child, Mat muſt reform 


8 thee and refine thee. It is Learning, that muſt. 
8 exerciſe thy Reaſon, and improve thy Under- 
ſtanding; or elſe thou wilt be wild and wan- 
ton; thou wilt be barbarous and brutiſh; 


And what good would thy Life do thee, with- 


thou wilt be a ſtupid and a ſenleſs Wretch. 


out the wit of knowing how to live, or how 
to behave thy ſelf in Life and Converſation! 
Eſteem it, my Child, a gteat bleſſing of Pro- 
* "+, 1 Vidence 
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vidence, that thou art not kept at Home in 
Wantonneſs and at thy own Will; that thou 
art not lingring in the Streets, nor ſtanding all 
the Day idle in the Markets; but that thou 
art ſent to School for good Diſcipline, and for 
 wholſom Inſtruction, to be train d up from a 
Coild in the way that thou ſhould*ſt go, ihat when 
thou art old, thou may'ſt not depart from it. 


[lj A great Advantage to thee, that thou art 
taught to know the wonderful Invention of 
Letters; that thou canſt ſpell Syllables, and 
6 read whole Sentences, and ſo canſt find out 


the Senſe of Man, and the very Will of God. 
By this Bleſſing, like young Timothy, thou 
canſt Anow the Scriptures from a Child, By Ml 
HI this Bleſſing, like young Samuel, thou canſt 
61 hear and diſtinguiſh the Voice of the Lord. By 
this Benefit of early following thy Maſter - 

Je ſus thou may lt be like St. ahn, thou may ſt 
be the younger and the more beloved Diſciple. 
ww Therefore, thus /ay unto thy ſelf, Oh that 
7 God would give me Grace to make a right 
Uſe of this Bleſſing! But let me not be wan- 
ting to my ſelf. Let me be careful and indu- We 
ſtrious to redeem my time, and to improve my 
Talents of Wit and Capacity, of Apprehen- 
Hon and Memory. I mult apply my Head and 
my Heart to theſe ways of Knowledge, that! 
may make ſome progreſs in them. How inno- 

- cently proud ſhou'd I be of imitating the Child 
Jeſus, who increaſed: in Wiſdom as faſt as he 
did in Stature, and grew up in favour both 
with God and Man! Whereas if I hate my 
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Bock, and grow wilfully dull; if my Eyes | 
aqand my Thoughts are wandring ſome other 


way; if I make my ſelf a Dunce, and chuſe 
to be a Fool; then my Folly will be my own 


Fault, and my Ignorance will be my proper 


Sin. Indeed if I had met with no Opportu- 
nities of Learning; if 1 had been nurs'd up in 


profound Ignorance, and a Habit of Idleneſs, 
then I my ſelf had been excuſed, and the 
| negle& muſt have been charg'd to my Parents | 
and my Friends. But if they have put me 
into a hopeful Method of Inſtruction, andi 
= wilfully deſpiſe that Method; this is ſuch a 
Sin and Frailty of my Youth, as I ſhall dear- | 
ly repent, if ever I grow older and wiſer. 


» 
. 


My good Child, 
Wh 


= When thou haſt thus looked back upon the 
W Bleſſings which thou doſt happily enjoy, and 
8 - haſt made to God the due Return of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving for them. Then think with 


thy ſelf again, whether thou canſt have any 
way to ſhew thy ſelf more grateful, whether 
thou canſt do any thing that will be accepta- 


ble and well-pleafing unto God, that ſhall, as 
it were, oblige him, and in ſome manner re- 
= quite him. Yes, my good Child, there be ma- 
ny Duties on thy part, that will be accepted as 

2 ſuitable Return for thoſe Mercies, which 
8 God on his part has beſtowed upon thee. 
= Let me direct thee to theſe Duties, with all 
| theAttcCtion of a Friend, and a ſpiritual Father. 
- Firſt, My dear Child, learn how to pra- 
iſe thy Duty towards God, 
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Thou knoweſt it the Advice of the wiſeſt of 
Men, of Solomon, that thou ſhouldeſt remem. 
ber thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth, Thou 
knoweſt it a Charge given to thy Parents by 
the good Apoſtle, that thou ſhouldeſt be 
brought up in the Nurture and Admonitionof the 
Lord. Thou knoweſt it was the care and kind- 
neſs of our Lord Yeſus, to receive little Chil- 


dren, to encourage them, and to bleſs them. 


You read theſeWords in the 10th Chapter of 
St. Hark, They. brought young Children to 
Chr il, that he ſhould touch them, and his Diſci- if 
ples rebuked thoſe that brought them; but when 
Feſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid 
unto them, Suffer the inttle Children io come un-. 
to me and forbid them not, for of ſuch ig th 
Kingdom of God. VerilyT fay unto you, whoſo- 
ever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of Gyd as a | 
little Child, be ſhall not enter therein. And be 
took them up in bis Arms, laid bis hands upon ñĩ⁵ 
them and bleſſed them, © My beloved Child, 
thou heareſt in this Goſpel the Words of 
our Saviour Chriſt, that he commanded the 
* Children to be brought unto him, how he 
* blamed thoſe that wonld have kept them 
from him; how he exhorteth all Men to 
“follow their Innocency; ye perceive how by 
* his outward Geſture and Deed, he declared 
_ © his good Will toward them; for he em- 
* braced them in his Arms, he laid his Hands 
upon them and bleſſed them © 
Again conſider, that the youngeſt and moſt 
beloved Diſciple, St. John, wrote purpoſely 


FA + 


, * * Re Lad. 5; 2 
>= £ * 7 . \— oy 
; 
* — 


3, 2 3 1 N iP * 2 as; _ 2 2 * 
n R r ' — hd A eh a . 
8 Eb ans : ** i [ * r ; N 
* 7. * © 
5 
I 


* 


have ſo much Innocence and Goodneſs of Na+ 
ture, as recommended him to the more partt- 
cular Favour and Friendſhip of our bleſſed 
Lord. For he was allowed to lean upon his Ma- 
ſter's Boſom, and the other Diiples thought 
| him the greater Favourite, St. ohn 13. 23. 
| Now as the Love of Children is a common 


| neſs for little Children. Great part of an E- 
piſtle is directed to you, bis Ai Epiſtle, where 

he begins the ſecond Chapter with an Ad- 
d dreſs to you, My little Children, theſe things 

govrite I unto you, that ye fin not. Again in the 
BE 72th Verſe, I write unto you little Children, 
becauſe your Sins are forgiven you for his Name 


= wriitcs unto the Fat here, and unto the hong 
Alen, but unto you likewiſe Jil Children, 
ere is Good Encouragement, my little 
Child, to offer up the firſt Fruits of thy Life 


OY dom of Ged as a-litie Child, and ſo be the 
more ſure and more worthy to entet into it. 
lo order to this, my Child; Firſt, Thou 
28 ſhouldſt no ſooner learn to ſpeak, than thou 
-d WE ſhouldſt learn ro pray. God will open thy 
n- Lips the more plainly, if they begin with Calls 
is to Heaven. God will the better looſen thy 

Tongue, if it be early employed in Devotions. 
| By this thou may'ſt know, that God will hear 


W to lite Children, That Apoſtle ſeemed” to 


| Sign of Good Nature, this Apoſile expreſſes 
his Care and Concern, his Love and Kind- 


* 


3 | ſake, And in the next Verſe, he not only . 


and Health to Heaven, to receive the King. 


thee, becauſe thou art yet innocent of any 


» —_— 1 


5 (12) | 
Thy Saviourwas beſt pleaſed, when the 
very Children cryed Hoſanna, and ſaid, Out 
of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings baſt 
thou perſected Praiſe, 1 5 
Some ſhort Form of Prayer, ſuch as thou 
ſhalt find at the end of this Book, do thou 
diligently learn, and carefully remember; and 
particularly that Form, which thy own Savi- 
our taught thee, and is therefore called The 
Lord's Prayer. Uſe ibis daily with one or 
more ſhort Prayers, and a Concluſion to beg 
God's Bleſſing on thy Parents and thy Relati- MW 
ons. When thou riſeſt up in the Morning ſo 
begin the Day: And when at Night thou taxeſt 
thy reſt, ſo commend thy Soul to God, and 
then fear no Evil that can happen to thee. | 
Secondly, My Child, next to your Prayers, 
be forward to learn your Catechi/m. if 
Thou mayſt read in the New Teſtament, IM 
that Carechi/ing was the very Exerciſe of R- 
ligion, to which thy Saviour did accuſtom Mt 
himſelf in his young and tender Age; when Mi 
be was twelve Nears old be went up to Feruſa- x 
lem, and enter'd into the Temple, or Jewiſh 
FT: Church, and there was catechiſed by the Do- 
F'q Cors or Miniſters, and performed this Holy 
Ti Exerciſe ſo well, that they were all aſtoniſh'd 
at his Under ſtanding and Anſwers, _ © 
4 To follow thy bleſſed Saviour's Example, 
1 may be a Comfort and Honour to thee The 
'*  _ChurchCatechiſmisall of it ſhort enough for 


thy Memory; and moſt of it plain enough 
# for thy Underſtanding. Or if there be 0000 


Fi — 2 1 = * * * . 
TR &: > 5, 1 j : 5 : * 
. 5 KS : 2 n 2 

* * * 
5 . Fo 
* » 
- 
. 
1 7 
& * 
* 


things too hard for thee, in time God will re- 
" veal them to thee. Thou muſt firſt have the 
Words and by Degrees thou wilt have the 
sSenſe and Meaning of them 
i WW Th:irdy, My Child, be diligent and con- 
a ſtant in going to Church. © 
I The Jews were commanded to go to their 
- KM Publick Place of Worſhip with their Wives 
and their little Ones. Whence you find in 
Tt St. Mar. 21. 15. the Children crying in the Jem. 
S 8 7/e, and ſaying, Hoſannatothe Sonof David. 
If thoudoſt not yet underſtand the Publick 
Offices of Religion, yet be preſent at them, 
t that thou mayeſt the ſooner learn them. The 
d | Church is a Place where God ſends down his 
Hgleſſing, be there ready to receive it: Like 
5 Holy David, be glad, my Child, when thy 
Parents or their Servants ſay unto thee, Let 
t, , go up to the Houſe of the Lord, 
When thou comeſt near the Porch or En- 
n trance of the Church, there pauſe a while, and 
„prepare thy Heart wich this ſhort Ejaculation, 
h 


> | I will _— my Foot, when I g into the Hoaſe 


” of God, and be more ready to Hear, and 
ly Pray, and Praiſe, than to offer the Sacri- 


Fe of Fools, who conſider not, that they do 
ne WY When thou comet within the Church, my 
or Child, remember, that the Place whereon thou 
gh andeſt is Holy Ground: And therefore pay 
| 


—— TC  ————— 


{ome due Reverence by putting off thy Hat, . | 


(<14 ) 
bowing thy Head, bend ing thy Knee, or. the i 
like. If thou entereſt the Church like a Stable, 

in a rude and indecent Manner, thou wilt ſeem 
to deſpiſe the Church of God, and to profane 
that Houſe, which he hath called Holy. 

When thou comeſt to thy proper Seat or 

Pew, there again conſider, that thy Buſineſs 
to Church, is to ſerve thy God and to ſave 
thy Soul: And to fit and prepare thy ſelf for 
this ſerious and ſacred Work, offer this or 
the like Prayer unto God. 99 


Bleſſed be thy Name, O Lord, for giving me 
this Opportunity of publick Worſhip in 
thy Houſe, O let the Thoughts 1 my 
Heart, and the Words of my Mouth be | 
now acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord my 
Strength and my Redeemer. 2D 


Alfter this, refrain thy Eyes, and ſet a Watch | 
before the Door of thy Lips. Do not by any 
Laughing or Whiſpering ſeem to forget 
where thou art. Be quiet and compos'd. Be- 
have thy ſelf with Reverence and godly Fear. 
When Prayers are begun, then patiently at- 
tend to the Lips of the Prieſt, and at the end 
of each Prayer and Thankſgiving, devoutly 
ſay, Amen. Bear all other parts in the Pub- 
lick Service that are allowed to the Congre- 
gation or People; that is, make the Reſpon- 
ſes clearly and diſtinctly: Read each other 
Verſe in the P/a/ms with an audible Voice; 
Join in the Repetition ef the Creed and think, 

TI's 6 my 
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While the Palms are ſinging, believe this 


an excellent Way of rejoycing in the Lord, 
and as far as thy Voice and little Skill will 


enable thee, be one of the number of rhe Sin- 


gers, and ſo help to praiſe God with the beſt 
| Member that you have. V 
la the Prayer before Sermon, ſtir up again 
thy Soul unto Devotion, and hope for a ſhare 


in all thoſe Bleſſings, which the Miniſter 


calls down on the Congregation. _ | 


And when the Sermon does begin, give all 


8 Heed and Diligence. Being able to uſe thy 
Bible, turn unto the Text; and read it to con- 
ider and to remember; if thy Judgment can- 

not ſo well comprehend the Subject and Me- 


thod of the Sermon; yet the Text alone, if 
well remembred, may be a uſeful and a com- 


fortable Saying, and may at ſome other time 
ſuggeſt unto thee a great many good Thoughts 


and Meditations. However, Iiſten carefull 


to all the following Diſcourſe, and eſpecially 
to the Sentences, and to the examples of 
Holy Scripture. As 2 ne- born Babe deſire the 
| ſincere Mill of the Goſpel, that you may grow 
thereby; grow in Grace and in the Knowledge 
| of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. So that 

being early inſtructed and confirmed in the 


true Principles of Religion, thou mayſt be 


| hereafter ſtedfaſt and unmoveable; and when 
thou comeſt to be a Man, mayſt not then be 


like Children toſſed to and fro with every 
„ Mind 


wy Child no Muſick fo agreeable, as this , * 
W Conſort of Devotion _ 
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iind of DoTrine, by the cunning Crafiine 2 
5 2 thoſe who lie in wait to decerve. - 

When Church is done, my Child, do not. 

ſeem in haſte to fly from the Lord's Houſe. 


Firſt offer up a private Requeſt to God for.a 


right uſe of his holy Ordinances, in this or 


the like Form, 


Glory be to thee, O Lord, for ante me 
this time to thy Houſe and thy Service : 
Accept my Prayers and Thankſzivings , 
And Lord make me a Doer of thy Word, not 
a Hearer only, leſt I decerve my own Soul. 


After this, when the Aſſembly i iS departing, 3 
do thou Walk leiſurely out in due time and 
Order; not running or thruſting to be gone; 


but grave and filent, meditating upon the 
Truth, and reſolving upon the Practice, of 
ſomewhat that thou haſt heard. 


If there be any other Opportunities of Pub- 


lick Worſhip in God's Houſe upon the ſame 


Day, with your Parents Leave, return again, 
and be glad to repeat the ſame Duties of Re- 


ligion. Be not weary in well doing, but per- 


ſevere unto the end. 


In the Evening at Home, be willing that 
thy Parents or Governours ſhould call thee to 
repeat the Texr, or to give ſome little Account 


of the Sermon, or to read a Chapter, or to ſing 


a Pſalm, or to join in any other exerciſe of Re- 
ligion : 'O Bleſs God for theſe Means of Spi- 
ritual Improvement ! This is the way to cone 
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| of- the Son of God, unto a perfet? Man, untd 
the W of the Stature of the fulneſs 0 
Cbrift, Ephcide 13 15 6: 155! nl 
After one Day ſo ſpent in God's Courts, 
and the publick Services of Religion, con- 
clude with this Thought: That as Sunday is 
more eſpecially the Lord's Day, and dedicated 
to his peculiar Honour: So all the Week after 
ſhould not be rudely and prophanely ſpent, 
as if one Holy Day could atone for the ſix other 
to be kept Common and Unclean. Ne, by a 
good Conſcience, and a good Converſation, | 
rather Sanctifie every Day to be a Sabbath unt | 
the Lord, by reſting from Sin,-and by not do- | | 
| 
| 


* 
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ing any Work of the Lord negligently. Ler 
| thy private Devotions. never be omitted; 
Early in the Morning cry unto God, and inthe 
Night-Seaſon alſo, take no reſt, till thou hait 
offered up thy Evening Sacrifice of Prayer + 
and Thankſgiving. 153 
Fourthly, My Child, by this daily Practice 
of Piety, thou wilt by Degrees be fitted and 
Prepared for the Benefit of Confirmation. 
For being now able to ſay: the Creed, thæ 
Lord's Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, 
and likewiſe to anſwer to ſuch other Queſtions | 
as in the ſhort Catechiſm are contained ; thou: | 
wilt ſoon come to a competent Age, and to 1 
Years of Diſcretion:“ When having learn'd” | 
„ what your God fathers and God mothers did 
promiſe for you in your Baptiſm, thou thy 
ſelf with thine own Mouth and Conſent 
-* May. openly: before the Church ratifie and 


= CON 3 


1 6 

©& confirm the ſame, and alſo promiſe by 
Grace of God, that thou wilt evermore'en- 
_ © deavour thy ſelf to obferve ſuch things, as by 


e thy own Confeſſion thou then aſſentedſt to. 


Io this end, thon muſt deſire to be brought 


unto the Biſhop to be confirmed by him, and 
being preſented to the Biſhop by the Miniſter 
of your Pariſh, being placed in the Chancel, 


and ſtanding among other young Perſons, in 


order before the Biſhop; Thou ſhalt then 
© and there in the preſence of God, and all 
* the Congregation, renew the ſolemn Promiſe 
* and Vow that was made in your Name at 


* your Baptiſm, rarifying and confirming the 


* ſame in your own Perſon; and acknowledge. 
e ing thy ſelf bound to believe and to do all 
» thoſe Things, which your Godfathers and 
God mothers then undertook for thee. 


When after ſuitable Prayers, the Biſhop 


will lay his Hand upon thy Head and pro- 
nounce this Bleſſing on thee; Defend, O Lord, 
this thy Child with thy heavenly Grace, that 
he may continue thine for ever, and daily en- 
creaſe in thy Holy Spirit more and more, until 


be come to thy everlaſting Kingdom. Amen. 
And the Biſhop and his Flock will again 
make their humble Supplications unto God 


de for thee his Servant, upon whom (after 


* the Example of the Holy Apoſtles) he has 
* now laid his Hands, to certifie thee (by this 
Sign) of God's Favour and Gracious Good- 
* neſs towards thee, that his Fatherly Hand 
* may be ever over thee, that his Holy Spirit 


the 
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e may be ever with thee, and that he would 
« ſo lead thee in the Knowledge and Obedi- 


«ence of his Word, that in the end thou 


e may'ſt obtain everlaſting Life. 
Or if thou liveſt in ſuch a Place, as where 
no Opportunity ſhall offer for Confirmation, 


then thou mult at leaſt wiſh and defire it; 
as being ſatisfied by the Rules of our Church, 


that thou oughreſt not hereafter to be admit- 


ted to the Holy Communion, until ſuch 


thme as thou art confirmed, or to be ready 
and defirous to be confirmd. 

Being thus inſtructed, my dear Child, in 
thy Duty towards God, think and meditate 
on theſe things, and thus reſolve in thy own 
Conſcience. £ | 

I have a Soul to ſave, to fave from Eternal 


Fire, to fave unto Everlaſting Joys. Thar. 


will it profit me to gain the whole World and 


lofe this Soul, or what ſhall T give in exchange 


fer this Soul of mine? By the conſtant Practice 
of Piety Iwill work out my Salvation, and do 


all that is poſſible to make my Calling and 


Election ſure, 


This is the good Foundation, that will edifie 
or build me up to Heaven. Nay, this is the 


_ Tight Foundation, even to raiſe my Fortune in 


this World; For if in the Days of my Yourh, _ 
I remember my Creatcr, If IT know him, Love 
him and ſerve him; then will his Bleſſing go 


along with me, and make my ways to ptofper. 
Ard I hall have more of the Affection of my 


Parents, and the Fayour of my Relations, and 


r 


1 5 20) | 
the 9004 will of all my Acquaintance, I ſhall © 
have the better Name, and Credit, and Intereſt, 
and be the more likely to thrive and flouriſh, 
God be with me and who ſhall be againſt me: > 

In the Second Place, my dear Child, next 
to thy Duty toward God, confider and pra- 
Ctiſe thy Duty to thy Parents. 

You mult teel this, my Child, to be an in- 
ſtinct of Nature, and it would be the grea- 
teſt Reproach in the World for thee to be 
without natural Aﬀettion. Thou canſt not 
but know this to be the Rule of Equity and 
Reaſon, to be grateful and dutiful to them 
who gave thee Life, and all the Support of 
it; thy Being and thy well Being. 

Above all, thou muſt confeſs this to be a 
great Office of Religion; in this thou obeyeſt 
God. and ſerveſt thy Maker. For one of his 
Ten Commandmenis in the Moral Law, is 

to honour thy Father and thy Mother. And 
many of his Precepts in the Goſpel are for 
Children % obey their Parents, becauſe this 
# right, and to obey them in all things, be- 
cauſe this is well pleaſing to the Lord. 

Of this Duty the holy Child Zeſws let thee 

a good Example; for though he being God. 
made Man, was far above a mortal Parent, 
yet he paid them Attendance and Submiſſion; 3 
He went down with rem, and was ſubje to 
them, St. Luke I. 5 1. 

The fir Duty, my Child, that thou oweſt. 
unto thy Parents, is to beg. their Bleffng. 
Night and Morning, 


- This - 


This is a proper Teſtimony of thy Reſpect 


in thy Generation. I have bleſſed him, ſays 


negleQ to kneel down and crave their Parents 
Bleſſing; even the prophane Eſau ſhall riſe. 
up in judgment and condemn them. 


and Reverence; by this thou doſt acknowledge 
Dependence and Subjection; thou confeſſeſt 4 
as Heb. 7- 7. That the Leſs is bleſſed of the | 
Better. And by this thou mayſt expreſs a 
firm Belief, that if thy Parents bleſs thee in | 
God's Name, thou ſhalt be the more bleſſed 


I/aac of his Son, yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed. 
For this was the good old Cuſtom in the 
very times of theProphets and the Patriarch's: 

The Sons of I/aac were bred up to this lau- 
dable Practice. Jacob did beg that his Fa. 
ther's Soul might bleſs him; and even Eſau 
was importunate in crying out, Bleſs me, 
even me alſo, O my Father, Gen. 27. 19, 
Thoſe ungracious Children, who refuſe or. 


* . 


Say unto thy ſelf, my Child, I will not 
be guilty of this Sin of Omiſſion. I will at 
firſt fight of my Parents in the Morning, and 
in my laſt taking leave at Night, fall on my 
Knees before them, and ſay to this Effect. 


Pray Fur ber (or Mother ) bleſs me, and beg 
God's Bleſſing. on me, to make me his faith- 
ful Servant, and Tour obedient Child. 


The ſecond Duty, my Child, unto thy Pa. 
rents, is to pay them all civil Re/pe# and 
Reverence. © 


Thou 
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17 hob muſt ſtand in awe before them; an 
muſt riſe up in good manners to them; Thou 
muſt bow thy Head and bend the Knee, and 
uſe all thoſe becoming Geſtures and Poſtures, | 
which according to thy Sex and Age, are the 
cuſtomary Tokens of Reſpect and Honour. 
Thou readeſt that So/omon, even when 2 
Kine, did Obeiſance to Bathſheba his Subject 


Mother: and when ſhe came to him ſitting 


on his Throne, he roſe up to meet her, and 


bowed himſelf: unto her, 1 Kings 2.1 
Whereas to be rude and faucy, to be fro- 


ward and impudent before thy Parents, to 


ſhew no Breeding in their Preſence, and to pay 
no Reſpect unto their Perſons; this is to de- 


— them, and to mock them; which if it 


oes not bring the Correction of thy Parents, it 


will bring the Judgment of God upon thee; ; 
for think often upon Prov. 30. 17. The Eye 


that mocketh at bis Father, and deſpiſeth to 

obey bis Mother, the Ravens of the Valley ſhall 

prck it out, and the young Engles ſhalleat it. 
The third Duty, my Child, unto thy Pa- 


rents, is to hearken to their Council, ad to 


follow their Advice; to ſtand corrected at 


their Reproot, and ro amend upon their Ad- 


monition. My 8. d Child, believe thy Pa- 
rents to be WE than thy ſelf Be arified 


they men beds „n ny Intereſt and Good; 
contels, it t is the! Right tO direct and lead; 
be ſenſible it 7s. . 106 to foliom and 
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Thy Parents will the better love thee, and 
God will the more bleſs thee. Solomon ſaith 
to thee and to every wiſe Child, My Son 
hear the Inſtruction of thy Father, and forſake 
not the Law of thy Mother, for they ſhall be 

an Ornament of Grace unto thy Head, and 

Chains als Net YP 
If thy Parents ſhould have fo much Paſh- 

on, as to ſeem to provoke their Children unto 
Wrath, and to be bitter againſt them, though 


this be forbidden to them, yet thou muſt be 


render of ſo Judging of them. Thou hadſt 
better in filence withdraw, till their Anger 
has given place to Reaſon, till they are cool, 
and eafie to he entheatet” Ho ho nm 

Thy laſt Duty, my Child unto thy Parents. 
is to ſubmit to any Puniſhment or Correfion, 
that they ſhall think proper to lay upon thee. ' 


Alas! many are the Follies and Frailties of 


thy Youth, and would be many more if thou 


wert left to thy own Will, and wert reſtrain- 


ed by nothing bur thy own Diſcretion, Thou 
readeſt in a Book of the wiſeſt Man, that 


 Foolifhneſs is bound up in the heart of a Child, 


and that it is the Rod of Correction that muſt 
bring it out. Thou readeſt again, that the 
| Rod and Reproof giveth Wiſdom, but a Child 
left to himſelf bringeth his Mother to ſhame. 
Thy Parents have this Authority over thee, 


and they beſt know when to exerciſe this Au- 
thority upon thee. It is thy Offence and 


Fault, it js their Care and Love, ſuch an In- 


fiance of Love as God himſelf makes uſe of 
- i ; LY 0 


to juſtifie the afflicting his beloved Ones. 


For whom the Lord loveth, be chaſteneth, and 
ſcourgetb every Son whom he recerverh, If ye 


endure Chaſtening, God dealeth with ye as 
with Sons; for what Son is he, whom the Fa- 
ther chaſteneth not! 3 


% 


If thou art apt to think, that there is ſome. 


what of Partiality and Paſſion, or more In- 
dulgence to another than to thee; yet do not 
thou murmur or complain; but {till honour 
and obey.. We find it the Apoſtle's Argument, 


Furthermore, we haue had Fathers o our fleſh 


tohich correfted us, and we gave them Reve- 
rence ; though they verily for a few days chaſt- 


ned us after their own pleaſure. *' 
Think much upon thy Parents, dear Child. 


and thy Duty to them, and thus commune 
with thy own Heart... _ 5 
What a mercy. it is, that J am not an Or- 
phan deſtitute and forlorn, left a Prey to thoſe; 
falſe Friends, who eat the Bread of the Father- 


leſs! It's my great Happineſs to have my Pa- 


rents, (or at leaſt one of them,) alive; to de- 
fend me, to maintain me, to provide for me. 


What return can I make worthy and ſufficient? 
If to be dutiful and obedient can be any Re- 


compence, Iwill not be ungrateful, unnatural, 
ungodly. My Parents are in full and juſt Au- 


thority, I will come, when they bid me come; 


I will. go. wheu they hid me go; I will do this- 
or that, when the b me do it. I will not 


anſwer again, uo make ccuſes and Preten- 15 
c.ůrͤs to ſome other πν⁹ es ll not ſerve them 


With 
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with a litile Eye ſervice out of Policy or Fear, 
but ſerve them with ſingleneſs of Heart, and 
with a chearfol Mind. 
If it were pollible indeed, that my Parents 
ſhould bid me Lye or Steal, or do any ill thing; 
then I would modeſtly and ſtedfaſtly refuſe, 
as knowing it in ſuch caſe to be my Duty to 
obey God rather than Man. But while they 
require of me nothing, but what is good or 
_ atleaſt indifferent; then 1am not to ſhift off, 
nor to delay my Obedience. I am bound to 
oblige my earthly Parents with that Sincerity 
and Readineſs, which my bleſſed Saviour 
ſhewed unto his heavenly Father, when it was 
written of him, I have fulfilled thy IVcill, yea I 
am content to do it with my whole Heart. © 
In ſhort, by Humility and Compliance, 
by Submiſſion and Reſpect, by Fear and Love, 
by all Ways and Means, I will pleaſe my Pa- 
rents, and win upon their Affections, that I 
may enjoy God's Bleſſing and theirs 
For I know, that the Promiſe of Happineſs 
in this World, is entailed, or ſetled upon good 
and obedient Children. Honour thy Father and 
| Mother, that thy Days may be long in the Land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, This 1 
zhe firſt Commandment with promiſe, from 
Him whoſe Promiſes do never fail. = 
1 57 the little Experience have already gain- 
ed, I ſhall be ſoon able to obſerve, that thoſe 
young Perſons are belt diſpoſed of in the 
World, and moſt thrive and proſper in it, who 
were dutiful Children; who took their Parents 
1 Adeice 
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Advice, and followed their Directions: While 
thoſe are commonly low and poor, are mean 
and miſerable, who were obſtinate and diſo- 
bedient Children, ſtubborn in their own Wills, 
and perverſe in their own Ways; who like 
the Prodigal in the Goſpel, run away from 
their Father's Houſe, but never again return, 
to repent and be reconci e. 
Thirdly, Next to God, and to thy Parents, 
thou muſt learn, my Child, thy Duty to thy 
Brothers and Siſters, and Servants of the 
fame Family with ther. 
If thou happeneſt to be the oxy Chi/d, thou 
art the more bound to be dutiful and good: 
For if thou art the One and All, then like the 
belov'd Benjamin, thy Parents Life will be 
hound up in their Child's Life: And if thou 
takeſt ill Courſes, and doſt willfully miſcar- 
ry in the World, thou mayeſt bring thy Pa- 
rents grey Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave. 
But it thou haſt other Brothers or Siſters, I tl 
thou muſt think them near and dear unto ar 
thee. Ye are one, as it were, in Fleſh and ar 
Blood, and ought therefore to be of one Heart IT 
and of one Mind. The Elder to help the fic 
Younger, and the Younger to reſpett 'the I no 
Elder; and in all good Offices of Love, non: I dit 
before or after another. VVT 
Iou know the Scriptures call the moſt en- by 
tire Affection by the Name of Brorberly Love; fl © 
And when they would exhort Chriſtians to bs pH 
the moſt intimate and cordialFriends, they per · or 
ſuade them then to /ove as Brethren. If by a Bro 
3 - peevilh 
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peeviſh Temper, or in a quarrelſom Hutt 
thou riſeſt againſt a Brother, and contendeſt 
with him, then art thou becoming like unto 
curſed Cain; and by little Heats and Feuds, 


thou may ſt be brought to greater Heart. burn- 
ings, and perhaps have thy Brothers Blood. 
c for Vengeance on thee from the Ground. 


Say, I will love a Brother and a Siſter as 
a Second- ſelf; as Bone of my Bone, amd Fleſh 
of my Fleſh, We will defend and affiſt one 
another: We will exchange Souls in mutual 


I ww 
% . 


Embraces, and mutual good Offices: We 
u will not carry Lies and Stories to incenſe our 
Parents, nor to raiſe Jealouſies and Suſpicions 
e 


to provoke each other. None of us will en- 
vy the greater Darling, nor deſpiſe the leſs 


u Favourite. With Eyes of Pity, and with 


. Bowels of Compaſſion, we will be kindly 
a- affectioned one towards another. 


And even to the Servants of the Houſe, _ 


s, thou muſt behave thy ſelf, my Child, well 
o and wiſely ; thou muſt not treat them with 
nd any proud Look, nor with any ſcornful Words. 


Thou muſt not create them Anger by any of- 


he Wh ficious Tales, or by any frivolous Complaints; 
be nor give them needleſs Trouble by any chil- 
n diſh Humours, Thou muſt keep Peace and 
. Family Order; n 
en. by thy Fault be divided againſt it ſell. 


ve; A good natur d Servant thou muſt uſe, as 


be Philemon ſhou d have done One/imus, not 
der row as 4 Servant, but above a. Servant, a 
Ia Prerber beloved, oo OO 


: —* „ ” * a4 + . = 
% * tf? * y 2 
n rern 
223 7 2 « » th & © 1 } : 
4 A'S 


| FIT T1 


; thou muſt not let the Houſe 
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Wille thou art a Child, thou on FIR 
to be a Lord and Maſter : : Thou . not 
to reign and domineer: Thou art rather in 
the Condition of Serving: 
Scripture tells thee, The Heir while be iu a | 
(bild differeth notbing from a Servants. 40 | 
. be be Lord of all. 
Alas the meaneſt Servant, if faithful and | 
induſtrious, may come to a better Condition 
than the Maſter's Child, if that Child be ig- 
norant and idle. Solomon underſtood the 
courſe of the World, and the Pleaſure of God, 
when he ſaid, Prov. 17. 2. A wiſe Servant, 
ſhall have rule over a Son that cauſeth ſhame. 
_ Foarthly, My Child, thou muſt learn thy 


For the Holy 


Duty. to Maſters and Teachers. 


Oh conſider the infinite: Benefit and Bleſſ ing 
of being ſent to School for Religios) Lear. ; 


ning, and good Manners ! 


Be ſenſible, poor Child, what: a "Wretch and 
22 Fool thou mighteſt hereafter be, without the 


Knowledge of thy Letters; without the Fa. 
culty of Reading, and the Pleaſure of Under. 
ſtarding what thou readeſt. Thy Birth will, 
prove no comfort without this er of Breed. 


ing added to it. What Good will thy Life do 
.unto thee, if thou wert condemn'd to ſpend 
it like a wild Beaſt in Ignorance and Eaſe; ot 


like a Beaſt of Burthen, in hanging thy Head, 
and ever bowing down "thy Bartl. K 


hy TOs my Child, ſhould make thee have 


Eſteem, and a mighty veneration for os 
20 whoſe Charge thou art committeds, v8 


governed and injiruded gy them, 


The 
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an uſeleſs Thing. 


They are teaching thee theUlſe'of thy Rea. 


5 ſdn, and the Grounds of thy Religion; they 


rake a great deal of Pains and Trouble with 
thee. They are forced to give thee Line pon 
Line, and Precept upon Precept, to ſuggett, 


to explain, to repeat over and over; to ex- 


erciſe their own Fatience in condeſcending to 
thy Capacity, and making Allowance for a 
thoufand of thy Infirmitiees 
or theſe good Reaſons, my Child, thou 
oughteſt to have them in Love and Honour, 
and to eſteem them highly fer their ori 
fake. Thou art as Much indebted to a good 
Teacher as Philemon was to St. Paul. Ihou 
oweft unto him even thy own ſelf, or thy own 
Soul beſides, Phil. 19. that is, thou oweſt un- 
to him thy Education, and thy Improvement; 
without which thou thy ſelf hadſt been in a 
manner beſides thy ſelf, thy Soul had been 


My Child, Look upon thy Teachers as thy 
ſecond Parents, Know the Duty of the fifth 
Command does reach to thy School Maſter 
and thy School Miſtreſs as well (cho' not as 


much) as to thy Father and Mother. Thy 


Catechiſm does rightly inform thee; that the 
Senſe of that Commandment is not only to 
love, honour, and ſuccour thy Father and Mo- 

ther, but to ſubmit thy ſelf to all thy G8. 


vernours, Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and 


Reflect, my Child, and thus reſolve. | 1 


will reverence their Perſons, I will hearken to 


C 3 3 their 


2 o A " ” 4 4 of 4 * Fen? & _ n * 4 = 
> Y n . * * , - NN ag ole R > N 2 A > hd + * > 9 n "IE 
5 X eb. hs at mk ESN W n R N F „ 
* * 1 > 27 3 K 9 OT 1 RS R * ö - WY 5 n : 1 "= OY 
„ 1 * * & as LI [4 . 
0 9 Wer 4 5 1 
: 8 : 
- 
6 „ 
£ Fs 
x 
\ ? I 
ö - 
FT * 
: : 4 


o : * 


their. Words, I will obſerve. their Rules, 1 
will conform my ſelf to all their Advice amt 
Orders. I will bear their Reproof and con- 
fider ; I will ſubmit to their Correction and 
amend. I am ſatisfied, there will be:no- 
thing that can give me ſo good a Character, 
as to be 4 forward Scholar, and an early 


Chriſtian. 
Fifthly, My Child, thou muſt learn thy 


Duty to thy Companions and School-Fellows. 
Thoſe Children that — with thee, and 
play with thee, that are thy moſt conſtant 
Companions, and moſt familiar Friends. 
Here is the beſt Foundation for good Ac- 
quaintance, for continual Love and Friend- 
ſhip. Every School - Fellow is what St. Pau! 
ſaid of Clement, thy Fellow Labourer, and as 
of another, thy true Pike- Fellow. Ve ought 
to be affectionate and innocent as Doves; 
free and harmleſs as Lambs. Ve ought 5 | 
joyn your Hands and your Hearts to help and 
to ſerve one another.. 

Be not croſs or ſurly to any of them. Do. 
not inſult. over them that are Weaker or 
Poorer than thou art. Never ſtrike one who 
is more a. Child than thy ſelf. Do not 
mock or jeer : Do not call any one by a falſe 
and opprobrious Name: Do not upbraid 
them with any Scandal of their Friends: Do 
not expoſe them for their own. u natural In- 


I 
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Make no needleſs Complaints againſt them: 
Tell no ſilly Stories of them. Indeed when 
your Governours command, thou muſt tell 
the Truth. But otherwiſe conceal their 
Faults, and excuſe their little Follies, to 
ſave them from Anger, and: to deliver them 
from Puniſhment ; that thou mayeſt love 
them, and be beloved by them. 

Laſtly, My dear Child, be civil and cour-- 
teous to all other Perſons whatſoever. - 
\ ._ To all Perfons according to their Age and 

Degree. Give to all their Due, Cuſtom io 
whom Cuſtom, Honour to whom Honour is due. 

To Ancient People be very tender and re- 
ſpectful: Think their Gray Hairs to be an 
Ornament of Wiſdom, aad their Hoary Head 
to be a Crown of Glory. Riſe up before 
them; Give place unto them; Help them, 
and honour them. The Apoſtle writes unto 
you, Likewiſe ye Younger, ſubmit your ſelves 
anto the Elder. mp Fe 
Too all other Perſons that are thy Betters 
_ do as the Catechiſm directs, order thy ſelf 
lowly and reverently to them. Give them- 
their due Titles, and pay every proper Re- 
| Tpett unto them. Above all, to the Queen 

as Supreme, and to Magiſtrates that are put 
in Authority under her. | 

And particularly thoſe that are Governours 
and Paſtors in the Church, pay a fingular 
Duty to them for the ſake of their Holy Office. 
| Reverence the Biſhops as Spiritual Fathers; 
bow down and kneel before them; ask their 

3 — + 4 4 Bleſling, 
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leſſing, becauſe good old Cuſtom ſo obtain⸗ 
af and becauſe they are more eminently ſet 
apart, in God's Name to bleſs the People. 
ix And to all other Clergy Men fhew decent 
9 Civility and Reſpect. If thou art of 'the 
MNumber of thoſe Boys who are taught in the 
8 Hoſpitals, or in the Charity Schools, in or 
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F about London, I preſume thou art then char- 
if ged ſtrictly by thy Maſter, to meet no Mi. 
an niſter in the Streets, without putting off thy 
Wu: Cap, and bowing down thine Head. A Me- | 
WW: thod of Piety and good Manners, that will 
Ul much help to reclaim this City, and! in time 
= to reform this Nation. 
#1 For indeed, Child, nothing has 10 much” 
" corrupted the latter Age, and debauch'd the | 
iff Morals of our preſent Generation : Nothing 
1 fo much, as the Irreverence and Diſreſpe& - 
| ſhewn to the Miniſters - of God. Haw: 
1 Atheiſm, Profaneneſs, and all manner of Irre- 
F ligion, becauſe the very Children have been 
Wi taught to think the Name of Purſon to be a 
iq Name of Reproach; and to believe that a 
7 Prieſt, like Feroboam? S Crew, is one of the 
1 meaneſt of the People. 5 
I And yet they are the Embaſſadors of Chrift, £ 
FR of Shoe he ſaid, Whoſo deſpiſeth you deſpi - 
| | ſeth me, and he who an on me, deſpiſeth 
fi bim that ſent me. But whoſo receiveth a Pro- 
bl phet in the Name of a Prophet, ſhall have a 
bt Propher's Reward. Where the Word Pro- 
is Phet does ſignifie a Preacher, or lawful Teach- 
i" „ of the Word of God. | £::6: e 
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Heavy Judgments have dropt down on the 
Heads of thoſe who affront and abuſe theſe 
Miniſters of God. That Example, my Child, 
which is wrote moſt for thy Inſtruction, may 
be read in 2 King. 2, 23. Where Eliſbua Pro- 
FF © phet of the Lord went up unto Bethel, and 
as he was going up by the Way, there came 
“ forth little Children out of the City, and 
© mocked him, and ſaid unto him, Go up 
* thou Bald-head, go up thou Bald: head. 
And he turned back and looked on them, 
and curſed them in the Name of the Lord: 
And there came forth two She Bears out of 
* the Wood, and tare in pieces forty and 
two Children ob than TH he 
And now, my good Child, as I bave given 
the ſome Advice and Directions what to do - 
So I would give thee ſtrièt Charge and Cau- 
tion what thou ſhouldſt nor do. There be Vices 
to avoid, as well as Virtues to purſue, Some 
Vices to which thou art the more ſubject, by 
the Infirmities of thy Age: So that by Na- 
ture or by Cuſtom thou mayſt be ſoon addicted 
to them; but take timely Warning. When 
St. Faul adviſed young Timothy to flee youthful 
 Lufts; it does imply, that there are ſome 


ce 


* 


particular Temptations to which the youngeſt 
People are the moſt expoſed. This was confeſt 

by Holy David, when he pray d thus unto God, 
O remember not the Sins and Offences'of 1 
Huth, Pal. 25. . We ſee the Devil, like his 

_ - Servant Herod, does perſecute our very In- 

fants, and ſeeks diligently to deſtroy their in- i 
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of his Devices. 
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But be not ignorant, my Child. 


nocent Souls; 


The Devil's Devices to betray thee, Child, 
are chiefly to draw thee into theſe Snares, 
Lying, Stealing, Idleneſs, Il Company. 

_ Firſt, Lying. This is commonly the firſt 

Vice in Children; and alas! it is the Foun- 
dation of all other Vices. For fo it is, the 
Devil tempts our innocent Children, as he 
did our innocent Parents, He tempts them 
to begin with a Lye, and ſogo on to rob God, 
to cheat one another, and at laſt ro deceive 
their own Souls. ori od BE 

IT thou doſt hearken, my Child, unto the 
Devil, the Father of Lies, he will ſoon make 
_ thee one of his own Children, a Lyar and 
Deceiver, He will teach thee all the little Arts 
and Tricks of Falſhood and Wrong: He will 
teach thee how to feign a falſe Excuſe; how 
to pretend a different Reaſon; how to evade 
the Truth, and diſſemble thy own Meaning; 
how to inſinuate and wheedle; and tell a 

Story in jeſt, till thou art drawn into it in 
earneſt; how by degrees to deny the plaineſt 
Truth; and how at laſt to invent the moſt 
notorious Lies, and then ſtand out with an 
obſtinate Heart, and an impudent Loox. 
Thy Parents and Governours will have 
much to anſwer for, if they encourage or 
connĩve at thee in a Lie: Without Rebuke 
or Correction, they are Partakers of thy 
Sin, and by ſuffering it on hy Head, they 
bring the Guilt upon their o.. ＋ 1 
5 1 . To 
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To Lye is the beginning of all Evil. If 
thou art once ſettled in a Habit of Ly ing, thy 
Tongue is made ready for Swearing and Cur- 
ſing ;, thy Hands are prepared for Picking and 
Stealing; thy Head and Heart will be diſpo- 
ſed to all manner of Miſchief; ſo that in 
St. Fames*'s Words, Ihy Tongue being but a little 
Member, will be a World of Iniquity, and will 
| defile the whole Body, and ſet on fire the Courſe 
of Nature, being it ſelf ſet on fire of Hell. 
Therefore, my Child, if by any unhap- 
py Means thou haſt already contracted the 
Cuſtom of Lying; break off that Cuſtom 
with all thy Strength. Set a Watch before thy 
Mouth, and keep the Door of thy Lips, and 
hold thy Tongue, as it were with a Bridle. 
Speak the Truth, tho it be to confeſs thy 
own Faults; for there's no Fault ſo great as 
that of deny ing thy own Fault. God and Man 
will forgive the confeſſing Sinner; but the 
Lyar deſerves no Pity, no Pardon. 
Never hope to conceal the Plot; thy own 
Countenance will betray thee, or thy Confe- 
derate will diſcover: thee, or even à Bird of 
the ulir will tell the Matter. Truth will“ 
come to light, and then ſhalt thou have 
Shane and Derr dt 5 has 
My Child, when thou haſt ſearched the 
Scriptures, thou wilt learn, how /ying Lips are 
an Abominat ion to the Lord, and how it is every 
good Man's Wiſh and Prayer, Remove far from 
me Vanity and Lies : How none can be a true 
Chriſtian, or an honeſt Man, without putting 
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away Lying, and ſpeaking every Man Truth 
wth his Neighbour. How Lying has the Devil 
for Inventor, and Hell for reward; What /hall 
be done uno thee thou falſe Tongue, even mighty 
and ſharp Arrows with hot burning Gal? 
_ Secondly, Stealing. This, my Child, is ſuch 
an abominable Sin, that I cannot ſuſpect thee 
guilty of it. A Thief and a Robber is ſuch 
a perfect Villain, that it requires Time and 
Age to be ſo ripe tor Hell. And yet, my Child, 
the Tempter may begin with thee betimes, and 
early entice thee to this great Wickedneſs; 
elpecially if he has brought thee into a Habit 
of Lying, he finds it eaſie to draw thee alittle 
farther into Stealing: And for this, he will 
Jer Traps in thy Waaãa x. 
le the Devil, will perhaps raiſe thy curioſi- 
ty, and tempt thee to lay hold on ſome what, 
becauſe it is a ine thing; or he will work thee 
up into a covetous and greedy Humour, and 
Io make thee ſnatch or ſlide away another's 
| Goods; or, perhaps he will deceive thee into 
a wretched Fancy, that ffollen Waters''are 
ſweet, and ſo wheedle thee into Pinching and 
Pilfring, as if there were a pleaſure in it. 
But remember, my Child, Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal; that is, thou ſhalt be content with that 
which is thine own, and not take away that 
which is another's. Nothing is thine on, but 
what thy Parents and Friends do give unto 
thee, nor will they let thee want what is ne- 
ceſſary and proper for thee; But if without 
their knowledge or conſent, thou takeſt 3 
* | , - nan 
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than they allow; this is a ſecret Robbery; 
and baſe Purloyning from them; this is to 
cheat and debian thy Friends and Parents i in 

a private and clandeſtine Way. 

I mention this firſt; becauſe thisisthe Foun- 
dation of moſt Childrens growing up into 
Thieves: They begin at Home with a Liber- 
ty of being their own Carvers; they take 
Things without asking Leave; they learn to 

hide, and to convey away, and to ſharp in 
little Trifles within Doors; till by degrees 
they go, abroad to practiſe other Arts of FE: 
Stealth and My ſteries of Iniquity. 
But, dear Child, be juſt and honeſt in all 
thy Dealings; keep thy Hands from picking 
and ſtealing ; ; and covet not another Man's 
Goods. Take vrhat is thine oon, and go thy 
Way. Content is the greateſt Virtue, and the 
greateſt Bleſſing. Any ſtolen Treaſure will 
prove like Achan's Welee, will prove a curſed 
Thing. There have been many examples of un- 
happy Children, who began pilfring with Pins 
and Trifles, till the Devil had drawn them in- 
to groſſer Acts of Thievery, and brought them 
to a Place of Execution upon Earth, and to a 
worſe Place of Torments in Fell? 
Thirdly, Id/ene/s, my Child, is to be avoi- 

_ ded; as the Temptation which will draw thee: 
into all other Miſchief.- Confider, thou art not 
born to be an uſeleſs Burthen of the Earth; 
thou art born to be an Active Creature, and 
to do Good in thy Generation. Thou art to be 
0 vp to nn in ſome honeſt Employ; to 
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Sloth are the Property of Brutes, and even of 
the worſt of them, for the Apoſtle from the 
Poet does imply, that they are the evil _— 
which have the flow Bellies. -_© 

What a Misfortune is it to ſome: younger 


Perſons, that partly by the Negligence of 


their Friends, and partly by their. own flug- 


giſn Temper, they doze and dream away 


their precious Time. They contract a Habit 
of Lazineſs and Dulneſs while they are Chil- 
dren, which they can ſcarce ſhake off all the 


Days of their Life. They are left to loyter 


A 5d. and to linger at Home, till their Bo- 


dy is all Heavineſs, and their very Soul is a 


Lump; till they are ſtupified into Drones or 


Sots, to feed on others Labour, and devour | 


what i is not their own.: 


Therefore the Scri ptures have 01 many Leſ. . 


ſons of Induſtry and Application to Buſineſs: 

And the Apofile St. Paul is ſo Hearty a Pro- 
moter of Pains and Labour, ſo zealous an Ene- 
my to Idleneſs and Eaſe, that he would have 


it made into a Law, 2 Theſſ. 3-10. that if any 


would not work, neither ſhould they cat. 

My Child, be not of a flow and ſoftly Hu- 
mour: Have a ſprightly nimble Body with a 
bright and ready Mind. Love Exerciſe, and 


have ſomewhat to do, tho? to never ſo little 
purpoſe. Follow your Book with an Edge and 


Appetite to Learning; and then divert to thy 


Sports and Recreations with Activity and all 


thy 
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geben thy ſelf, and 10 provide for others: | 
This is Rational and Manly; bur Ide and: 
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| thy strength. Move light and eafie ; have thy 
Hands and thy Feet at Command; be rather 


| alittle Eager than Mopiſh ; Thy Reputation 


and thy Fortune will depend upon it ; Hear 
Solomon obſerving by Experienceand Wiſdom 
from above, that Drowzineſs will cloath a 
Man with Rags; but ſeeft thou a Man'dili- 
gent in bs Buſineſs ? He ſhall ſland before 
Kings; be ſhall not fland before mean Men. 
Laſtly, 1/7 Company, my Child, is a fatal 
Danger, which thou. muſt decline, as thou 
wouldeſt Diſeaſes and Death. For indeed Vice 
and Sin are the Leproſy and Plague of the Mind 
and Soul; and like the ſame infectious Diſtem- 
pers in the Body, they ſeldom breed of them- 
ſelves, they are caught from ſome others. 
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And therefore it is as dangerous for young / . 


Perſons to converſe with thoſe who are cor- 
rupted in their Minds, as with thoſe who 
are tainted in their Fleſh and Blood; the 
_ Poiſon does inſenſibly ſpread and communi- 
cate it ſelf, ſo as all catch the ſame Malady, 
who keep the ſame Company. nes Fo 
Alas! how many hopeful young Perſons 
have we ſeen, beginning the World in ſober 
and induſtrious Ways; who falling among 
ill Companions, have quickly been made 
like unto them, and have followed them on 
to a ſcandalous Life, and perhaps to a ſhame- 

I . Po ny 
My Cid, mind and obſerve thy School- 
Fellowsand Companions ; where thou findeſt 
any of good Nature and good Manners, diſ- 
| | Pn 2» 
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poſed to Virtue and Religion, make choĩce of 
Such for thy familiar Friends; love their ſweet 
and innocent Scciety, and imitate their good 
1 Example: But where thou findeſt a naughty. 
| vicious Child, where thou canſt point out 2 
YZ Lyar, or a Thief, or a Swearer, ſer a Mark 
upon them, and ſhun all manner of Conver- 
ſation with them. Hearken to the wiſe Man 
of God, Prov. I. 10 My Son, if Sinners en- 
tice thee, conſent thou not. If they ſay, come 
with ws, or caſt thy Lot among us: My Son, 
walk thou not in the Way with;them, refrain 
thy foot from their Path. 33 
And now, my dear Oild, I would have no- 
thing more to ſay to thee, but to beg and to 
pronounce God's Bleſſing on the. 
Vet J have forgot one Duty that more im- 
mediately relates to you poorer Scholars, who 
by the Providence of God are taught and 
clothed by the pure Charity of well diſpoſed 
r . 
Four Duty is to be thankful and reſpectful 
to ſuch Friends and Bene factors to your Bo- 
dies and your Souls, to pray for them, to 
praiſe them in the Gates, and to call them 
J od Eta 
What could your poor and helpleſs Parents 
bave done for you? Their hardeſt Labour 
could ſcarce find you in your daily Bread: 
But for School and Books and decent Appa- 
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Tbe more Thanks we owe to God and 
good 2 that a Way of Chriſtian Educa 
lion is opened to the Poor and Needy. That 
many Generous and Publick Spirits have join d 

Hand in Hand for the moſt Glorious Works 
of Charity, the Schooling and Qothing of poor 
Children; the putting them out to Letrers 
and Religion, to Senſe and good. Manners; 
who would otherwiſe have been brought up 
to Idleneſs and Vice; to have been as it were 

ſtupid Brutes upon Earth, and then miſeta - 
ble Fiends ig Hell % 

It is no ſmall Honour to this Pariſn of 
St. Botolph Aldgate, that here was firſt laid the 
Foundation of theſe Charity- Schools, here the 
good Example was firſt given, to raiſe Occa- 
ſional Collections, or ſtated Contributions, to- 
maintain Forty poor Native Boys, diſtinguiſſit 
by a decent Habit, and inſtructed in a Publick 
School, there by good Diligence taught to 
ſpeak properly, to read diſtinctly, to tehearſe 
their Catechiſm audibly, to repeat it weekly 

in the Church, and attend to a familiar Expo- 
ſition of it, to make their Reſponſes jointly in 
pur Publick Prayers, to ſing Pſalms and Hymns 
in very agteeable Conſort, and on all Occaſions 
0 behave themſelves with Modeſty and Re. 
ſpect to their Betters. Nor will the Charity 
reſt here; by the farther Bounty of our Na- 
tives and Inhabitants, Proviſion is likely to be 
made to have the moſt honeſt and hopeful of 

theſe Boys train'd up to Writing and Accom- 

Ping, and ſo prefert d to ſome good Trades or 
oi: N creditable. 


— 


| En 1 

creditable Services, to 00. up into uſefu 
and able Men. box 

A Charity that olg and ſounds: 15 well 

that the good Example has already ſpread in- 
to many other-Parts of this Honourable City, 
and the adjacent Parts of it, where ſome 
thouſands of Boys and Girls, are eloathed and 
taught in the like excellent Methods of Chri- 
ſtian Education. Nay, the good Report has 
reached to many of our remoter Cities and 
Towns, who have followed the ſame worthy 
Precedent, and will cn aj hedges the fair 
Copy to many other Place. 
Theſe pretty Children in walking by Pairs, 
and ſinging by Conſort, do fo naturally ſtrike 
upon the Eyes, and win upon the Hearts of 
good · natur d Chriſtians, that I cannot but 
think, it will one Day give Occaſion to ſome 
better ſettled and more. laſting Proviſion for 
them. Some Natives, or Inhabitants of For- 
tune and Figure in the World, having no II- 
ſue of their own, will here raiſe themſelves 
Dy unto many Generations; will in their 

ife, or at their Death, perbaps found an 
eſtabliſh'd School for them, perhaps allow 
Yearly Penfiors to them, perbaps allot parti. 
culat Sums to bind them Apprentices, or dif: 
poſe of them in other creditable Ways of. Li- 
ving. Men of plentiful Eſtates apa of ex- 
cellent Spirirs do bear Relation to hs Place ; 
God direct them and reward them. LE: 
In the mean time, I hope ſufficient © 


burions wiln not be . Bleſſed are 2 
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who from a Principle of Conſcience and Ho- 
nour, do chearfully promote ſuch good De- 
ſigns. Even Poſterity ſhall call you Bleſſed. 
And your Saviour at the Day of Judgment 
ſhall again pronounce ye Bleſſed. Iꝝ as mach 
az ye have done it to the leaſt of theſe little 
ones, ye have done it unto me. © 

Your Charity on this Account, 1s above 
common Relief, above preſent Occafions of 


Food and Raiment : Ye cloathe the naked 


Mind : Ye feed the hungry Soul: Ye make 
the Man : Ye make the Chriſtian. 
If you have Children of your own, truſt 
me, God will bleſs them for this your Cha- 
rity to others Children. If ye have no Iflue 
of your own; by this Method of Charity 
you adopt Heirs of Salvation, You raiſe up 
Children unto God, a Generation that ſhall 
Kall you Blefled: = . FRET 
Perhaps you ſave many of theſe little 
Ones; You fave them from the Corners of 
Streets, from the High- ways, from the 
Gaols, from the Places of Execution: Lou 
ſave them perhaps to be Ornaments of this 
Pariſh; perhaps to be Governours of this 
City; perhaps to be Pillars of this Church 
and Nation. | | 
And you, my good Children, if God does 
ſo bleſs you, as from theſe Schools to be re- 
mov'd to ſome good Trade and Employ- 
ment, and thence to riſe into Plenty and 
Credit in the World: Then remember 
your Beginning : Remember the Place that 
YO. 2: gave 


a)” 


gave e you Birth, and gave yo Education. Z 
Be ingenuous and grateful ; Acknowledge 
the Charity you have receiv'd; and do as 
much for others as was done for du. 


Young FE 14 tau ght Knowledge and 


„ and the Lord e mes! in all 
thy Ways. Amen. TE 5 


St. Botolph Aldgate, 
December 29. 170T-» 
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Morning Proper 55 4 Child fo to 


School. 


Leſſed be Th Name. O Lord for defending 
me from al the Perils of this Night paſt: 


Fa in the Morning let me cry unto Thee for 
Thy Help and ProteCtion this Day following. 


O heavenly Father, bleſs me Thy CHild with 


Thuy grace and Holy:Spirit. Sow in my Heart 
the Seeds of Vertue and Religion, and grant 


I may bring forth good Increaſe. - O forgive 
the Sins and Frailtigs, of my Youth; and 
keep me innocent from every great Offence. 
Strengthen my Memory, and enlarge my Un- 
derſtanding, that from a Child I may know 


the Scriptures, and be brought up in the Nur 
ture and Admonition of the Lord. Make me 


dutifut to my Parents, and obedient to my 


Teachers. Grant me Induſtry and Love of 
Fun Let me e he Example of Thy 


© 


Holy 
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Holy Child Jeſus: Let me incteaſe in Wiſ- 
dom and Stature, and in Favour with Gd 
and Man, through the Merits of my dear Sa. 
viour, who taught me thus to pray, : 


0s rar e i Reon $4). | 
e JT a 
I pray God bleſs my Father; Mother, Bro. 4 


* 


thers, Sifters,—my other Relations; and allmy © 
good Friends and Benefafors, Amen, . © 


' Evening Prayer for a Child.  - 


T Bleſs and praiſe thy Name, O Lord, for 
protecting and preſerving me this Day paſt. 
O forgive me all the Vanities and Follies 
which I have been this Day guilty of. Let 
me treaſure up in a faithful Memory the good 
Inſtructions which I have already learn d; and 
for the time to come, let me grow in Grace, 
and all manner of Goodneſs. O let me be 
trained up from a Child in the Way that I 
ſhould go, and when I am old, let me not 
depart from it. Lord Icommend my Soul and 
Body to Thy good Providence; by Thy great 
Mercy defend me from all the Perils and 
Dangers of this Night. Hide me under the 
Shadow of Thy Wings. Give me Reſt and 
Peace for the ſake of Thy Son ſeſus, who 


taught me this his own Form va Prayer, 983 
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Our Father, &c. 
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Prayer 
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| Proje yy . Child going to oc, ” be | 
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Catecbhia d. 


O Bleſſed 1 eſus, who 1 en wert 

A; to the | 
Temple, and fat in the midſt of the L Doctors, 
both hearing them and asking them Queſti. 


Twelve Years old, didit 


ons; ſoasall the Congregation were aſtoniſh'd 
at thy Underſtanding and Anſwers; Aſſiſt 
me with thy Grace and Heavenly BenediQi- 
on, that I going to the Houſe of God for 
the like Exerciſe'of Religion, may perform 
it laudably and devoutly, to Thy Honour, 
and the Salvation of my own Soul. Grant 


this, Lord Jeſus. Amen. | 


Proj for « a Child before FR ing 4 Pot 


F 13 


| | or Hymn, pra flac 
O Holy Frog who didſt approve 20 


; 4 — the Children crying in the | 
Temple, Heſanna to the Son of David ! and 


adit apply that Saying to them, Out of 
the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings thou haſt 
1 Praiſe. O make Melody in my 

eart, and looſen my Tongue, that I may 


ſing forth Praiſes and Thankſgivings ceded 


is, * and 85 GhdY-” Amen: * 
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HE Principles of the Chriſtian Refiging: 
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ö ordinarily make ſor their not coming to the N Satra- 
; Price 3 d. or 20 c. per Hundred. 
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Eſſa towards making Religion east dd ine 1 2 
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"Theſe Four laſt by the fame Author. 


The Devout Chriſtian's Manualiof Prayers and Devoci- 
ons, for all Occafions : Containing ſpecial Eitanies for 


Sundays, Wedneſdays, and * As alſo, particular 
Offices for the Holy Communion, and in the time of 


5 5 Sickneſs; ; With Thankſgivings for Benefits and Mercies 


receivd. Supervis d, and recommended by the | Reve- | 


rend Mr. Thomas Wagſtaff. 12. Price 15. 6 d. 
The Nature and Deſign of Holy- days Explained, mich 


aſtructions for the Obſervation of the Feaſts and Faſts 
appointed to be kept by „ Ha * 6 d. or 40 So 


per Hundred. , | 
The Excellent Vaugl ter hs Kites Ind Directions for- 
Poor Girles Taughr & Cloathet by Charity. By the Au- 


chor of the Chriſtian Scholar. Ert Fe: 3 d. N 2 * 


Hundred. 
* great $i Sin and Folly of Drunkennefs. Price 6. 4. 
or. 40. C. per Hundred W 


The Corruptions of the Church of Rot Neal e 
Right Reverend Dr. Bull, Biſnop of S. David Price 
6d. or 405. r Hundred. Fo. 


| iy; Price 2 d. or 12:5. per Hundred. 2; = 
Rnd Some ſhort.and plain Directions for {penging one Day 


An Anſwer to all the Exbuiſes * ene chat Men 


5 ; Plain InſtruRions for the Young agd lenoranr, Fi rice. | 
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